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Fitted with lenses ground to the highest specification, every
one of the 38 models in SMK’s extensive line-up of telescopic
sights lets you view your target in High Definition clarity 
like you’ve never experienced before. Ruggedly built and with 
specifications spanning 4 x 15 to 4-16 x 50 – and everything in 
between – SMK scopes incorporate precision-ground lenses for 
shooters who require not only reliability, but also optimum brightness,
sharpness and colour rendition at all times. Whether you prefer fixed power
or variable magnification models, with standard, Duplex or Mil-Dot cross-
hairs – including those that illuminate – you’re guaranteed to find an SMK scope
that perfectly suits your needs as well as your pocket. Check them out at 
your local SMK stockist – because it’s time to see your world...in High Definition.

SMK 4-16 x 40 E – with variable 
magnification target turrets, 
quick-focus, parallax adjustment 
and illuminated reticle featuring 
11 brightness levels

Duplex type cross-hair
(available on 20 models)
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A selection
of SMK
scopes 
(60 models)
from 4x15 to
4-16x50

HD SCOPES ARE DISTRIBUTED EXCLUSIVELY TO THE UK TRADE BY

Commerce Way, Whitehall Road Industrial Estate, Colchester, Essex CO2 8HH
Tel: 01206 795333  Fax: 01206 792679   www.sportsmk.co.uk  sales@sportsmk.co.uk
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was no screw cutting to the 
barrel muzzle. This increased 
the overall rifle length to 47 
inches. The moderator also 
acts as a handy cocking aid. 

The barrel is used to cock 
the action in the conventional 
way, and internally a lever 
pushes the piston back, 
compressing the spring. I 
have to say this is where the 
nice surprise was, cocking 
the SMK was very easy and 
smooth, no drag at all, and the 
trigger locked the piston back 
with a good audible click.

When you pull the trigger 
the firing cycle is remarkably 
smooth with just a faint twang 
from the spring as it expands. 

Sporter stock
There are no surprises with the 
fairly standard sporter styling 
of the XS19-18 stock. The 
slender forend is rounded and 
comfortable to handle, while 
twin securing screws attach it to 
the receiver. The pistol grip is 
well sculptured and fits the hand 
well and the raised comb Monte 
Carlo style helps with correct 
hold when a scope is used. 
However there is no chequering 
to either the forend or pistol 
grip area, I guess to save costs, 
which is a shame. The overall 
wood finish is in a matt lacquer. 

There is a good solid black 
rubber recoil pad to keep 
the rifle in the shoulder and 

finish off the stock. The wood 
used on this model is beech, 
and for a rifle of this price it 
is more than good enough 
and well suited for a hunting 
arm. For those that would like 
walnut with chequering, go 
for the custom XS20 model. 

Sights, Trigger  
and Safety
I should imagine that well over 
90% of purchasers will fit a 
scope but nevertheless this rifle 
comes with usable open sights 
fitted. The fore sight is a simple 
ramp affair but the rear sight 
is fully adjustable for windage 
and elevation. There are large 
adjustment wheels with audible 
clicks and the “u” shaped notch 
of the rear sight blade is flanked 
on either side with a Day-Glo 
fibre optic for high visibility. This 
is the difference between the 
standard XS19 model and the 
XS19-18 that we have on test.

A scope can be fitted to a 
conventional dovetail cut into 
the top of the receiver so the 
PAO 3-9x40 scope and Sports 
Match mounts fitted fine. The 
scope mounts did not move a 
morsel throughout the tests.

The trigger is a two stage 
affair but this one was more 
like a single stage on test. There 
is quite a lot of creep but no 
roughness before the sear breaks 
and the pull weight was 5.5 lbs 
-not wonderful but useable. The 

For those that prefer to fit a scope, 
there’s a substantial length of 

dovetail rail on the upper receiver 

Day-glo 
rear-sight 
elements 
show up 
well if you 
intend to 
use the 
open sights

The slender 
forend covers 
the strong 
lock up in the 
break barrel 
action design

The stock has a matt 
lacquered finish with a 

comfortable cheek piece 

The trigger has a  
bit of creep but  

is fine for a rifle  
of this price; note the 

safety lever at the front 
of the trigger guard 

Below: The test rifle was fitted with 
a PAO 3-9x40 scope, mounts  

and a moderator as optional extras 
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nside a huge carton Jamie found an
SMK Super Grade XS20, for me to
test, and a junior sized Super Grade
XS15, just for him to put through its
paces. As it turned out, there was 
no way that boy was ever going to
let granddad send back the XS15,

so that took care of my his next birthday 
present, which was handy. If the photos
show anything of the sheer joy in that little
boy’s face, you’ll know exactly why I had to
buy him that airgun. 

CHALLENGING TARGET
Also in the box was a sturdy metal 
box-target holding five knock-downs, the
central one a re-set disc to flip up the other

four silhouettes. 
An angled entry deflects 

pellets safely toward the
catch plate at the back of
the box, creating a 

challenging and 

completely
safe target for
Jamie, and me, to
shoot at. 

More rummaging in the SMK
box, and a pair of scopes, mounts, a silencer
- for the rifle I’d be testing - some paper 
targets and a stack of pellets emerged.
Jamie thought Christmas had come again as
he found each bit of kit, and I lost count of the
times he yelled ‘Look Granddad! What’s this
do?’ And when I  handed him the XS15, it
was love at first sight, and it’s stayed like that
ever since.

The SMK Super Grade XS15 is a small-
scale break-barrel sporter in .177 calibre with
excellent open sights, scope grooves, a great
2-stage trigger, automatic safety and a lovely
little hardwood stock that could pass for 
walnut at a push. Its barrel lock-up is as solid
as a rock and the cocking link looks like it’ll
last for years. 

Obviously, Jamie will be fully supervised
at all times and it’ll be a while before he’s big
enough to cock this rifle for himself, but it’s
already got enough going for it to provide
unlimited fun and excitement.

’m just in from a
shooting session
that has to rank as

the best I’ve had for
years – but not for 
anything I did. What
made it great was 
watching my little grand-
son having the time of his
life. 

Jamie’s just five years old
and already loves shooting,
fishing and spotting wildlife.
He can name most British
birds and animals too, and
he’s never happier than
when he’s outdoors with me
or his dad.

Jamie’s tried all sorts of
toy and softair guns and
they’ve been ideal as training
aids to properly plant safe
gun handling and the other
shooting essentials.

When these are taught
from the very beginning, it’s
so much easier to maintain
and expand them when the
‘proper’ shooting starts.
Well, for my grandson, that
started when a pair of rifles
from SMK arrived and his
mum and dad brought
him over to see the
surprise granddad
had for him….

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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on TEST – SMK JUNIOR XS15 & ADULT XS20

The XS15 recorded a perfect 7ft.lb of
power and plenty of accuracy to make the
most of it. I zeroed using its open sights,
and then the optional 4x32 Compact scope
SMK had sent, and at 15 metres this rifle
was easily grouping inside 20mm.

A BIT MORE TIME
Jamie found the scope to be a bit awkward
though, so we went back to those 
traditional post-and-notch jobs, and within
minutes he was knocking metal silhouettes
over a treat. Give him a bit more time to
get his eye in and I’ll bet that little scope
will be on again and the target shifted back
to 20 metres, too.

Meanwhile, I still had a gun to test and
that began when my missus came out to
see how her grandson was getting on.
Straight away she puts her granny hat on,
decides he’s ‘Absolutely freezing. Grandad
should have known better’ and carts a
protesting Jamie away to warm up.
Actually the lad was fine and didn’t need
mollycoddling - but at least I had the

chance to set up my own rifle.
I’d already had a look at the .22

Super Grade XS20 and fitted the 6x40
scope SMK offer as an optional extra, and
I also added the silencer they’d included in
the package. It has to be said, with a
rifle-only price of just below £170, the
XS20 was looking like a very promising
package indeed.

POTENTIAL TO DELIVER
This is a full-power, full-size break-
barrel, designed to provide top 
performance at an affordable price.
Checking through the features and
giving individual components the
once-over, it’s obvious that this rifle is
well built and has the potential to 
deliver plenty for the money. The clincher, as
always, is how well it shoots, so with Jamie
out of the way, I was about to see what this
budget-beater could do.

The first thing I did was phone a mate of
mine who also happens to have a Super
Grade XS20, to find out which pellets his
prefers. He told me it liked RWS Superdome,
and Crosman Accupell, with RWS Super 
H-Points for close range stuff like rats and
feral pigeons. Now, my mate does a bit of
professional pest control and is about as
careful with his guns as I am with my 
hammers. It was his harping on about how
good the XS20 was that got me interested in

FOR THE MONEY, BOTH THESE BREAK
BARREL SPRINGERS ADD THE WORD BONUS
TO BUDGET IN THEIR JOB DESCRIPTION

testing one, because if my mate can’t
break it, there’s something a bit special
going on.

My first shots at the zeroing target 
produced a little smoke from the muzzle
but this soon settled and the XS20 began
to behave itself well. In fact it was 
so mild-mannered I broke out the 
chronograph early to check its power. No
problem. A reading of 11.2 to 11.4 told 
me all I needed to know, and this was 
confirmed by the groups appearing on my
25-metre target card. 

ABOVE ITS PRICE TAG
Apart from the silencer making the rifle a bit
‘leggy’ – I’d have it cut down to a carbine, 
personally – the test gun performed way
above its pricetag. The adjustable 2-stage
trigger was crisp and predictable, recoil
was easy to manage and the whole rifle 
felt ‘tight’ and dependable, with no real

vibration, twanging or harshness. And,
three practise sessions later, I was

out after squir-
rels….

Details above show well engineered 
breech assembly and a familiar-looking 
safety set-up on the XS20. Below left, the 
XS15 exhibits more of the same – though 
I’d say that trigger could be further back within 
the guard which would help junior fingers to cope
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running from tree to tree while the three
squirrels I was chasing didn’t stop until
they’d left the boundaries of my shoot. I
don’t do ‘running’ if I can help it, so I gave 
up the mobile tactics and tried a bit of
ambushing.

On this shoot, at this time of day, 
my experience is that the squirrels
generally make their way toward the
stand of large oaks in the southwest
corner. Certainly the three that had
evaded me so far were following that
pattern, so I plotted up behind some
natural cover to wait awhile and see
what developed. 

Typically, while my attention was
trained on the treetops, I missed a
rabbit loping along the grassy path
to my left. I really wish these hunts
would go according to plan at
least sometimes, then I wouldn’t
look quite so daft, but we all
make mistakes and that’s what 
happened this time out. 

I held my position but that
rabbit didn’t re-appear -
although the squirrel that
came along 10 minutes later
made up for it. Curiously,
this was feeding on 
bramble suckers – the

and they won’t sit still unless they 
think its safe. Bare branches just don’t
give tree rats that sense of security –
especially when they’ve sussed that
we’re about.

That was my long-winded way of
telling you that I had a hard time on that
first hunt. My usual mobile approach
proved next to useless, resulting in me

I’d always put this sort of bark stripping damage down
to rabbits, hares or deer – but actually watching the
squirrel tucking in to the sugary fibres added that
species firmly to the list

he main reason I went squirreling
with the Super Grade XS20 was
in response to a landowner’s
request to thin out his tree rat

population. He’d seen some serious 
damage to young trees, but more to the
point, he’d been seeing far too many of
the little so and so’s, lately. 

It’s still early in the year and many
trees are bare, so squirrels tend to be eas-
ier to spot compared to when leaves cover
the trees. Once a concerned landowner
gets it in his mind that he’s got a squirrel
problem, every one he sees confirms his
fears – even though it’s likely to be the
same one most times, ‘cos they do get
about, you know. Whatever, the whole
thing can quickly get out of proportion.

Luckily, someone like me culling a few

SMK SUPER GRADE XS20
Model: Super Grade XS20

Manufacturer: SMK
Price: £169.95
Type: Spring-piston, 

single-shot sporter
Calibre: .22

Cocking: Break-barrel
Loading: Manual, direct to 

barrel 
Trigger: Two-stage, adjustable
Sights: Scope rail only

Stock Type: Eastern hardwood 
sporter

Weight: 3.1kg (7.5lb) unscoped
Length: 1078mm (42.5in) 
Barrel: 410mm (16.1in)

contact 01206 795333

ONCE A LANDOWNER BELIEVES
HE’S GOT A SQUIRREL PROBLEM
EVERY ONE HE SEES
CONFIRMS HIS WORST FEARS

CONTINUED ON
NEXT PAGE

usually calms any fears about being 
overrun with tree rats and life carries on
as normal. So, that’s what the SMK and I
were aiming to do on our first morning’s
hunt together.

Bare trees may make squirrel potting
easier but, for the squirrels, they make
human spotting easier too. Squirrels can’t
be shot with an air rifle until they sit still,

That’s one happy little lad on the left, and the one on
the right had a bigger grin on his face too, after success
in the hunting field with what proved to be a remarkably
effective air rifle for the money

TT
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on TEST – SMK JUNIOR XS15 & ADULT XS20
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

lighter green shoots that the bramble 
sends out to spread its growth – and a close
inspection showed that it was ‘bark-
stripping’. I’d seen similar stripped bramble
before but assumed it was rabbit damage,
which goes to prove that there’s always
something to learn out there.

SENSED ME WATCHING
Then, the squirrel either sensed me watching 
him or fancied a change from bramble 
peelings, and bolted toward the nearest tree.
This time I didn’t follow but allowed the 
squirrel to settle, which it did, bracing itself on
a branch to consider its options. I shortened
its options list by snicking off the auto-safety,
resting the crosshairs on the squirrel’s neck
to allow hold-under, and squeezing the 
trigger.               

Moving on to another of my shoot’s well-
known squirrel rendezvous, I re-cocked the
XS20 and went into ‘stalk’ mode in case
another rabbit put in an appearance. One
didn’t but another squirrel did, so it was game
on again. I’d definitely been spotted this time
so I had to chase my quarry again, like some
sort of Realtree’d bloodhound, until I had the
squirrel bayed-up in a solitary oak.

Now, this should have been the easy
part, but in the real world squirrels don’t read
scripts any more than rabbits do so he just
vanished. Perhaps it had a hidey-hole up
there, or maybe it had blind-sided me and

escaped to the ground on the other side
of the trunk, or it may have

just been crouched in
a shadowy bit

of tree,

wait. Not five minutes later, out came the
squirrel and my chance was there for the 
taking.

Confidence counts in these situations. As
the squirrel paused at the tip of a branch, my
finger increased pressure on the trigger 
and I held aim as the rifle fired. The squirrel
dropped like a stone, though with a thread-
bare tail he didn’t look too appetising, so I left
it for foxy.

SO THAT WAS THAT
Whether I’d have found any will never be
known. My mobile rang and there was Jamie
saying he’d warmed up and asking when I
was coming back to do some more shooting.
He told me ‘Nanny says it’s OK, Granddad’
so that was that, hunt over.

For the money, I don’t see what there is
to criticise about this SMK Super Grade
XS20, or its junior stablemate. Both 
perform so far above their price brackets that
there’s no room to pick fault, really. OK, some
chequering would be nice on the XS20 and
as I’ve said I’d definitely cut down its barrel,
but for 140 quid I’m looking at amazing value
for money, here. 

Over the three weeks that I’ve used the
XS20, it’s never let me down. Nothing has
broken, shaken loose or reduced its 
performance level. In fact, now that it’s 
properly run-in, it’s looking like an even bet-
ter investment for not much money by
today’s standards. 

As for the XS15, Jamie’s over at my
place shooting the little .177 every chance he
gets, and what he’s getting from that £70 air-
gun is priceless. It’s a huge pleasure  just to
watch him learning and enjoying himself.
That’s our sport for you, though, isn’t it? Pure
fun for all the family n

At some points during the time I was out with the XS20,
I found myself sprinting from tree to tree. This, believe
me, is not ‘me’ at all!

I don’t know. What I do know is, I couldn’t see
it.

Hiding behind the smallest, skinniest,
saplings on the shoot, I put my faith in my
cammo and kept absolutely still. Would the
squirrel come out again, or had it gone? I was

sure it was still on offer so I decided to

FOR THE MONEY THERE’S  
LITTLE TO CRITICISE ABOUT

THE SMK SUPER GRADE
XS20, OR ITS JUNIOR
XS15 STABLE-MATE.

BOTH PERFORM
FAR ABOVE

THEIR PRICES
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It would be nice to think that all you 
have to do with an air rifle is zero on 
the scope, put the cross-hairs on the 

target, then squeeze the trigger  for a 
guaranteed bullseye.

Thankfully, there’s a lot more accuracy 
than that, or airgunning would be rather a 
dull sport!

Other factors need to be considered, 
like gravity and the wind, which together 
cause the pellet to curve in flight — what 
we call trajectory.

Take the wind, for example. It curls 
the pellet away to one side of the point 
of zero, so this gap between the zero 
point and actual impact point needs to be 
assesed and allowed – before squeezing 
the trigger.

The breeze may be non-existent down 
on the ground, or in a hedgerow. But once 
the pellet gets up among the top-most 
branches, or out into the field, it’s liable to 
be ‘pushed’ by the breeze.   

And then there’s gravity, which as 
greater effect at longer ranges, when the 
pellet is slowing down. At ranges of 15 to 
20 yards, the pellet is travelling so fast 
that it (almost) beats both the wind and 
gravity.

These influences aren’t such a 
disadvantage as some people, believe. 
They can be used to secure a kill. I often 
‘curl’ pellets over or around branches, 
knowing that they will impact a crow’s or 
magpie’s head that I can barely see from 
my hiding place.

Even in gale force winds, the distance 
that needs to be allowed-for can be 
worked out by experimentation.

Problems arise when shooting 
downhill, when gravity has less effect 
on the pellet. In effect, gravity and the 
pellet are both travelling in the same  

direction, so the pellet tends to over-
shoot its target. Here, you have to aim a  
bit lower.

The trickiest situation comes when 
shooting vertically into trees. This negates 
the scope’s settings and the pellet flies 
‘high’ – by several inches, on some rigs.

You can only assess how much to allow 
for this by practising on dead branches – 
no, not living wood. This assessment is 
vital or you risk missing ‘sitting ducks’ right 
above your head, which is both frustrating 
and embarrassing! 

Sometimes says J.D., you won’t be 
able to see your target – but allowing 

for the trajectory, you’ll be able to 
‘curl’ your shot into its ‘kill zone’.

THE EFFECT OF GRAVITY
PELLET RISES ABOVE SIGHTLINE AT MID RANGES...
AND FALLS BELOW AT LONGER RANGES

SIGHTLINE 
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“The XS38 is full  
powered...Hard  
nosed hunter”  
Stephen Keller
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PELLET TEST: SMK SPITFIRES

AIRGUN SHOOTER      57

Left: Phil conducts his ballistics test shooting his old Daystate 
X2 off a makeshift bench

Inset Left: The famous roundel design used on these pellet 
lids is certainly eye-catching

SPITFIRE STATS 
RANGE SPITFIRES SPITFIRES POINTED

DISTRIBUTOR Sportsmarketing ● www.sportsmk.co.uk ● 01206 795333

CALIBRE TRIALLED .177 (4.5mm) .177 (4.5mm)

TYPE Waisted ribbed diabolo Waisted ribbed diabolo

HEAD Semi-roundhead Pointed

WEIGHT 7.9 grains 7.95 grains

VARIATION +/- 0.1 grain +/- 0.1 grain

CONTAINER Screwtop tin, 500 Screwtop tin, 500

SRP £3.49 per tin £3.69 per tin

sibling – and the thinner rings will, generally, make a good air seal and 
be more suited to conforming to the profi le of the rifl ing.

I initially set out my targets up to 25 yards away from my benchrest 
table – a typical hunting distance – and chose my old (but trusty) 
Daystate X2 as the test gun. Being a recoilless PCP, it lends itself to 
accurate shooting – an important consideration when you’re testing 
ammo! – and, unlike a springer, its more gentle air release doesn’t 
infl ate the skirts. Additionally, I know my Daystate’s barrel isn’t overly 
pellet fussy.

After letting the barrel settle in with the new ammo over a few dozen 
shots, I went straight to group-testing the roundheads on the 25-yard 
target cards. Out of my rifl e, unfortunately some shots wandered away 
from the main group. Given their cost – which is a quarter the price of 
many of the Euro-made brands – I certainly wasn’t expecting match-
type accuracy from the Spitfi res, and I’m sure SMK wouldn’t claim it, 
either. However, I felt that pushing the pellet beyond 25 yards would 
be too much of a hunting ‘ask’ for this particular round – although 
Spitfi res would be a good pellet of choice for economical plinking at 
tin cans and the like… as many tens of thousands of airgunners can 
attest to, of course.

I began my testing of the pointed derivative with a little trepidation. 
Ammo with a pointed head is notoriously diffi cult to manufacture from 
a ballistics point of view, and you only need the slightest fl aw in the 
shape of the nose to turn a good pointed pellet into an abysmal one! 
However, I was enthused to see much tighter groups on 25-yard paper 
– although, again, I wouldn’t want to push this distance any farther if 
I were using them for hunting. 

No matter what pellet you shoot, hunting requires group sizes of 
35mm or less, and to push any pointed pellet too far only calls into 
question the hunter’s responsibility – though the extra penetration 
afforded by a pointed pellet is certainly a good reason for selecting it 
as a hunting pellet (within its capabilities). Talking of capabilities, at 
sub-25 yards, Pointed Spitfi res landed in a group that could be covered 
by a two-pence coin – and I can see why SMK claim in their marketing 
literature that these are ideal for rat control. Indeed, I would say that 
Pointed would be the best choice of Spitfi res for close-range hunting – 
feral pigeons or rats in the confi nes of a pig shed, for instance.

While I personally wouldn’t select the round-headed Spitfi res for 
general hunting work where longer shooting distances are normally 
required, I can, however, vouch after my testing that these are seriously 
good value leisure rounds. And given plinking is by far the biggest 
pastime practised by airgunners, it’s no wonder SMK sell as many of 
them as they do – just about every gun shop in the land has these tins 
of Spitfi res on the counter. 

That’s understandable – at just three-and-a-half quid a tin, you 
could spend considerable time shooting without worrying about 
your bank account. And time wasted – or should that be waisted? – 
enjoying yourself with your airgun is, actually, time very well spent in 
my book! ●

Spitfires do

…while the Pointed version has  a thin, twin-band 
arrangement. Both pellets feature ribbed sides
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With many tins of pellets costing 
over a tenner, SMK’s Spitfi res 
range is pleasantly affordable 
at around a third of the price. 
It’s understandably one of the 
biggest-selling brands of airgun 
ammo, too – and Phil Bulmer 
sends a load of the .177s 
downrange to fi nd out why…

“T hat’s a nice looking tin,” said my youngest son as I unwrapped 
the Spitfi re pellet samples I’d been sent to test – and there’s 
no doubt the familiar RAF roundel is a striking design and 

a potent symbol for a tin of airgun pellets. It’s also a nice, secure 
screwtop, and besides offering security while being deployed, I expect 
many tins will fi nd secondary uses long after their contents have been 
spent downrange.

Spitfi res are made in the UK for Sportsmarketing, and available in 
.177 and .22. They also come in the guise of roundheads and points, 
the latter having ‘Pointed’ printed above the ‘Spitfi res’ name. Actually, 
the non-pointed version is more a semi-roundhead; it has a slight lip 
which helps it punch pretty clean holes in paper targets. As a .177 fan 
for most of my airgunning, my initial testing concentrated on the .177 
(or 4.5mm) Spitfi res.

Opening the tins reveals the pellets to have a slightly darker fi nish 
than many ammo brands, and an initial inspection showed Spitfi res to 
be generally well formed with perhaps only a handful of specimens 
deformed in transit. By any standards, that’s not a bad ratio at all. I’ve 
always maintained that a sign of how good pellets are… is what you 
fi nd sitting at the bottom of the tin in terms of debris. I’m delighted to 
report that my tins were spotless!

The fi rst job was to give the pellets a quick weight check – 7.95 
grains for the Pointed and 7.9 for the standard roundhead. These vital 
statistics place both types in the light to medium weight category. 
Consistency was typical of a good all-rounder, with random samples of 
10 falling within +/-0.1 grain. A good half of each sample was actually 
identical in weight, which is a sign of excellent quality control and 
machine set-up at the manufacturing stage.

Both types have ribbed, rather than smooth sidewalls. Ribbing serves 
two purposes: it helps to strengthen the skirt without adding too much 
weight aft of the centre of gravity and, in theory, should provide a little 
more drag stabilisation, which ultimately benefi ts accuracy. 

The roundhead has a single, but very thick driving band around its 
head, whereas the Pointed Spitfi re has a thin, twin-band arrangement. 
I must admit that this looked more precise than its round-headed 

With many tins of pellets costing 
over a tenner, SMK’s Spitfi res 

BATTLE!

The roundhead Spitfi re has a single, 
thick band around its head…
The roundhead Spitfi re has a single, The roundhead Spitfi re has a single, 

BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!BATTLE!
Spitfires do
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gun’s also
suitable for
both right- and left-
handers.

Despite its legal-
limit power output,
there’s not much kick
from the SKL208, and most of that’s
absorbed through the thick, ventilated rubber
butt pad. This ‘sticks’ nicely in your shoulder,
so you don’t have to battle with holding the
rifle on target. At the business end, the steel
weight dampens-out your wobble, locking
the muzzle on your target during aim and
reducing barrel ‘flip’ after you’ve let the shot
go.

I had no doubts as to the reliability of the
safety catch at the rear of the cylinder. It
comes on automatically when you cock the
rifle and easily re-settable should you abort
the shot.

There are no open sights, so fitting 

a scope to the grooved receiver is mandatory.
I opted for SMK’s 3-9 x 40 mil-dot which 

I anchored tight-up
against the built-in

arrestor block

s o
that it
c o u l d n ’ t
‘creep’. After all,
when you’ve got a
gun that performs this
well in your shoulder, you
definitely want it perfectly zeroed!

NIGEL ALLEN’s take on the Sportsmarketing SKL208 SKELETON HUNTER

FACTS – SKL208
Action: Break-barrel

Calibre: .22
Length: 114cm

Barrel Length: 48cm
Weight: 3.81kg

Trigger: Two-stage
Safety: Automatic
Stock: Hardwood, 

skeletal butt
Sights: N/A

Power: 12 ft/lbs
Price: £199.95

You can easily steady the Skeleton 
Hunter’s business end thanks to its aimstabilising muzzle weight.

I t’s the only spring-powered rifle I
know of that has a cut-out ‘skeletal’
butt – and being based around SMK’s

new, full-powered 208 series of break-
barrels, that means the SKL208 Skeleton
Hunter has got all the poke you need for the
field without weighing heavy in your
shoulder.

It’s not just a weight advantage that the
SKL208’s totally unique stock brings. It
doubles as a thumbhole, giving you
improved control of the very sweet,
two-stage trigger and making the

SKL208 an extremely
capable long-range
performer.

The lack of weight at the
back means the SKL208’s balance 
is front-biased – and any target shooter 
will tell you that’s exactly what you need 
for consistent, accurate shot placement. 
This welcome trait of the rifle is further
emphasised by the stylish, blued steel weight
fitted to the muzzle.

Considering its awesome power, I found
cocking the SKL208 required little effort on
my part. I was pleased to see the barrel
swings around a chunky bolt, not a pin, too.
That means you can tighten things up should
the breech jaws become sloppy over time.
Not all break-barrels have this facility – but I
reckon it’s imperative if you want to keep the
rifle’s accuracy on song. While designed as
an out-and-out field sporter, the fore-end has
been shaped with a bulbous ‘hamster’, along
the lines of a competition rifle. While this sits
nicely in the palm of your leading hand, it’s
also handy for those awkward, steeply-
angled shots. I had no problems elevating the
rifle in my shoulder when shooting quarry
from the tree-tops. Being ambidextrous, the

Above, from left: The fore-end features a pronounced
‘hamster’ to aid grip. The feel of the trigger is improved 

by the thumbhole grip. The SKL208
has an

automatic,
resettable

safety and
the grooved

receiver sports 
a scope arrestor.
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Sportsmarketing’s Super Grade range of spring-powered ‘adult’ air rifles is very highly-
rated amongst airgunners who want good quality sporters that are well engineered,
powerful and accurate, but which don’t cost an arm and a leg. Also in this impressive

Super Grade line-up is the Model 15 Junior’s rifle, which sports all the top-end features of
its bigger brothers, but which has been ‘down-sized’ to suit younger airgunners and those
starting out in the sport. In fact, many gun shops across the length and breadth of the UK
recommend SMK’s Super Grade 15 to shooting and non-shooting parents prospecting for a
first gun for their sons (and daughters). Retailing at just £69.95, it’s certainly in the right
price bracket – so let’s see what one teenager and his Dad have to say about this compact
break-barrel…

Junior Test Report by:
MYLES HENRY

Importer: Sportsmarketing % 01206 795333.

Action: Spring-piston.

Calibre: .177 (4.5 mm.) only.

Cocking: Break-barrel.

O/A Length: 920 mm. (36.25 ins.).

Barrel Length: 369 mm. (14.5 ins.).

Weight: 2.05 kg. (4.5 lbs.) (unscoped).

Stock: Hardwood.

Trigger: Two-stage, non-adjustable.

Safety: Automatic, resettable.

Length of Pull: 310 mm. (12.25 ins.).

Sights: Hooded foresight post, fully-

adjustable rearsight.

Power: 570 f.p.s. (174 m/s) with SMK

Air Gun pellets.

Price: £69.95.
(SMK 4 x 28 scope - £24.95).

MYLES’ SCORE:

DAD’S SCORE:

MOD. 15 – FACTS

WE TEST
HARDWARE

FOR YOUNGER
AIRGUNNERS

THIS MONTH: 
THE SMK SUPER GRADE 15

THIS MONTH: 
THE SMK SUPER GRADE 15

Myles Henry,
shooting the SMK
Super Grade. See
what this teenage
airgunner thinks of
SMK’s junior air rifle
over the page.

WE TEST
HARDWARE

FOR YOUNGER
AIRGUNNERS
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squeeze through to actually fire-off the pellet.
Dad told me the trigger was excellent for

a junior’s rifle – and although I don’t know a
lot about triggers, I certainly didn’t have too
any problems snatching the shots ‘off’. The
gun’s hardly got any kick to throw you out,
either – plus there’s a rubber butt pad to help
keep it in firmly your shoulder.

It seemed that the more I got used to the
rifle, the more my scores improved – and

Dad was happy that I
w a s n ’ t

learning

AIRGUN LAW FOR YOUNGER SHOOTERS

UK airgun laws are very strict indeed,  with specific
rules for younger shooters who are aged under 18
years – the VCR Act Oct 2007 has changed the law

to 18 years or older for purchasing an airgun.
If you are between 14 and 17… You may not buy

or hire an airgun or ammunition, nor receive either as
gift, but you may borrow an airgun – and the ammunition
must be bought for you by someone over 17 (ideally, by
your parent).

You may use an airgun on private premises without
supervision provided you have the consent of the
landowner/tenant, but you will commit a criminal offence
if any pellet strays beyond the boundary of the land over
which you have shooting permission.

Consideration must be given when travelling to your
shooting ground. You cannot carry an airgun – which
must be unloaded and, preferably, be in a case – in a
public place unless you are supervised by someone
who is at least 21 years old. You must have a
reasonable excuse for carrying an airgun in a public
place – such as travelling to a shooting club, a gun shop
or to land over which you have permission to shoot.

If you are under 14… Additional rules apply
to shooters in this age group. Parents who buy an
airgun for use by an under-14 must exercise
control over it at all times, even in the home or
garden.

You may not buy or hire an airgun or
ammunition, nor receive either as gift, but you may
borrow an airgun and use it on private premises
with permission from the landowner/ tenant
provided you are under the constant supervision of
someone who is at least 21 years old.

You cannot carry an airgun in a public place;
any airgun which you intend to shoot must be
carried by the supervisor at all times.

Both you and your shooting supervisor will
commit a criminal offence if any pellet strays
beyond the boundary of the land over which you
have shooting permission.

Notes: A public place is anywhere where the public is
allowed to go – e.g. roads, streets, footpaths, public
parks, play areas and canal towpaths.

as I shot some very good
scores on paper targets.

The rifle comes with really
cool open sights – and my
step-Dad showed me how to ‘set’
them using the numbered thumbwheels. I
had to adjust the top wheel to bring the
pellets ‘up’ into the bull – but I could leave the
left/right sidewheel alone because the shots
went dead-on. Dad said that this was
because the barrel was so well aligned
(which he was most impressed with on such
an inexpensive model).

Each time the rifle’s cocked, the safety
catch at the end pops out, with a white dot to
show it’s on. It caught me out a few times as
I went to pull the trigger… and nothing!
However, I soon got into the habit of
thumbing off the safety once I was on aim –
and the good thing about the Model 15 is that
if you don’t take the shot, you can pull the
safety back out again, to ‘on’.

Although the trigger looks a long way
forward in its guard, because it’s two-stage,
you have to pull it back half-way first. Then,
you feel a definite stop-point which you

any ‘bad
habits’ with this
rifle. In fact, it wasn’t
long before he felt my
scores justified a scope – and
because the Model 15’s receiver
has grooves, he bought me an SMK 4 x 28
telescopic sight as a reward for my efforts!

Loading the break-barrel action. Thanks to its
modest power, cocking the Super Grade 15 is
also ‘teenage-friendly’. 

The SMK Super
Grade Model 15 –
an excellent ‘first’
air rifle for any
teenager.

The trigger is ideal for
young, rookie hands.

ad reckons to the SMK MODEL 15
The trigger’s pull-weight, though non-adjustable, offered a good compromise between safety

and technique – and I witnessed Myles extract a good proportion of the rifle’s accuracy potential
once I’d bolted SMK’s £24.95, compact 4 x 28 telly onto its grooved receiver.

The safety catch, which automatically comes on when you cock the rifle, is a great way to get
a young gun into the habit of using a safety – and it can also be reset without having to re-cock

the rifle. I was slightly disappointed there was no
anti-beartrap – though the auto-safety effectively
‘blocks’ the trigger to avoid any accidental
discharges during cocking.

The finish of both the wood and metalwork
was exemplary – so much so that I noticed
Myles frequently casting admiring glances over
the rifle as he was ‘polishing’ it over with an oily
rag after each shooting session! 

This is an excellent first air rifle for any
youngster.
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I had two first impressions of the Super
Grade 15. First, its quality of finish looked
just liked my Dad’s rifles and, second, I

was worried it might be a bit small for me (I’m
1.67 metres tall). However, once I’d had a few
shots, I realised my ‘second’ first impression
was wrong – but my ‘first’ first impression was
definitely right!

The best news of all was that because
my step-Dad felt at ‘ease’ with its relatively
low power output, I was allowed to shoot it in
the garden. This meant I had lots more
sessions with it than if I’d had to go down to
the farm each time.

Although I whizzed through the first tin of
500 pellets, I didn’t get arm ache because the
Super Grade 15 is dead easy to cock – and
that also meant that Dad didn’t have to do it
for me.

Some ammo was hard to press into the
breech with my thumb, but .177 SMK Air Gun
pellets went in fine. Apparently, a tight breech
helps the rifle’s accuracy, which I can believe

The excellent, fully-adjustable 
rearsight and, right, hooded foresight post. 

The Super Grade’s receiver is grooved to take a
scope (above), and has an automatic, resettable
safety catch (below) at the end.

At under £25, SMK’s lightweight 4 x 28
is a worthy accessory for the Model 15.

PARENT POINTS – What Dad 

Y ou can instantly tell if a youngster likes an airgun just by watching them
shoot it – and though Myles initially thought this junior-sized rifle might be
a little small for him, it soon became clear that the SMK’s dimensions

were absolutely perfect.
Coming at it from an adult’s perspective, the Model 15 is not only fantastic

value, it’s also a superbly-engineered rifle that does everything you’d require from
a youngster’s ‘first gun’. Its weights and measures are easy for teenagers to
manage, giving them every opportunity to improve their shooting skills… and see
that they’re doing so.

The fully-adjustable open sights are excellent for such an inexpensive rifle –
and I was well impressed by the standard of engineering throughout. In particular
around the breech block, which features a bolt and locking screw (pictured right)
to keep things from getting sloppy with use.

I was also very pleased to see that this junior model came with a modest
power. This meant Myles had no problems cocking the break-barrel action – and
dealing with the rifle’s relatively soft recoil. It also made me feel comfortable for him
to shoot it in the garden (under my supervision). 
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RECIPE: WOODY BURGERS

AIRGUN SHOOTER      45

burgers

METHOD
Mince the pigeon breasts or blitz them in a food processor – not too fi ne as it’s best to keep the meat chunky [1]. Then 
dice the onions very fi nely and place in a large bowl with the minced pigeon, sausage meat, onion, chopped herbs and 
crushed garlic [2]. 

Pigeon meat is very lean, so the pork fat in the sausage meat will make your burgers moist and succulent – and an 
egg will help bind them. So break one into a jug and beat it with a fork, fi nally adding it to a large bowl with the other 
ingredients. Give the mix a good grind of salt and pepper. 

Now thoroughly work this sticky mixture with your hands [3], adding some breadcrumbs to stiffen it if it feels too 
moist to mould – and when all the ingredients are evenly combined, split into six portions and shape into balls [4].

Cut the cheese into chunks, roughly 2x3cm [5], pushing one into the centre of each meatball [6]. Then scatter the 
work surface with fl our (to stop the mixture from sticking) – giving your hands a good dusting, too – and seal the cheese 
inside before patting into burger shapes. Aim to make them about 3cm thick [7].

Your burgers are now ready to cook – either by grilling or shallow frying for about fi ve minutes on each side, until 
the outside is brown and crispy. Serve in either a bap or with chunky chips and peas. Scrum…

PIGEON
Cheesy 

1 3 5

2 4 6

7
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Late summer usually brings a glut 
of woodpigeons that have grown 
fat on the season’s cereal crops – and 
a desperate urge to squeeze in a few last 
al fresco meals before autumn closes in. Mat 
Manning has a tasty recipe that perfectly combines both...

burgers

Pigeon meat is strong and fl avoursome, and can be treated in 
much the same way as beef – which means it makes for a 
mighty fi ne burger! This summer, I’ve been doing a heck of a lot 

of pigeon shooting and because it’s featured frequently on our table, 
I’ve experimented with new recipes to stop the family from becoming 
totally ‘pigeoned-out’.

This recipe gives the good old pigeon burger a tasty twist, by adding 
a chunk of cheese before cooking. Bite into these meaty treats, and you 
get the added fl avour of hot, melted cheese oozing from the burger. If 
you’re a big fan of stinky cheese, the addition of Danish Blue or Stilton 
certainly gives pigeon burgers extra bite – but it works pretty well with 
Cheddar if you prefer. ●

INGREDIENTS (makes six burgers)
● Breast meat from four woodpigeon
● 225g sausage meat
● 2 medium onions
● 1 egg
● 2 cloves of garlic
● Cheese (one good chunk for each burger)
● A handful of chopped fresh herbs (or 1tsp of  
 dried herbs)
● Packet of breadcrumbs (in case your mixture  
 needs stiffening)
● Salt and pepper
● A handful of plain fl our for the work surface

fat on the season’s cereal crops – and 
a desperate urge to squeeze in a few last 

 meals before autumn closes in. Mat 
 has a tasty recipe that perfectly combines both... has a tasty recipe that perfectly combines both...

burgersburgersburgersburgersburgers
PIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEONPIGEON

Cheesy 
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Teenager
TOBY ALLEN

cuts his
teeth on the 
SMK SYNTARG
break-barrel

W hen Toby Allen saw
Sportsmarketing’s new
line-up of air rifles his

famous airgunning father was testing,
he made a bee-line for one model in
particular – the SYNTARG. And as this
teenager hadn’t expressed an interest
in shooting before, the fact that the
SYNTARG’s unique styling had caught
his eye was enough to convince Dad
that another member of the Allen
family had just been bitten by the
airgun bug.

“It takes something special to draw
Toby away from his Playstation,” joked
Toby’s father, Nigel, “and the SYNTARG
is certainly something special. It even
caught my eye – and as I see a dozen
different airguns each month, that’s no
mean feat!” 

Aimed primarily at the youth market,
this fantastic break-barrel is a new
breed of airgun – so with young Toby
eager to try his hand at airgunning for
the first time, Nigel unlocked his gun
safe so Dad ‘n’ lad could go to the farm
for a session with SMK’s all-new 
SYNTARG...

FACTS – SYNTARG
Action: Break-barrel

Calibre: .177 & .22
Length: 100.5cm

Barrel Length: 42cm
Weight: 2kg

Trigger: Single-stage
Safety: Automatic
Stock: Synthetic

Sights: Fibre-optic, 
adjustable

Price: £99.95
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Above: The TH208’s receiver is grooved for a
telly and features an arrestor plate at the end.

a scope. I equipped mine with SMK’s
3-9 x 50 – a big optic, but one which
suited the rifle’s obvious field potential.

Normally, such large glass can
‘creep’ along the rails of a springer – but
that won’t happen on the TH208. At the
end of the long dovetails, there’s an
arrestor plate, against which you butt
the rear mount of your scope to stop
any backward movement. Brilliant!

With this impressive scope on board
(using SMK’s high mounts), the balance
moved back toward my shoulder – and

by dampening barrel flip during the
shot, the end weight improves accuracy
so much that I was very comfortable
shooting the TH208 at the limits of my
normal hunting ranges.

Finished in a rich brown that shows
up the superb grain of the beech below
it, the thumbhole grip of the TH208’s
beautiful stock gives you full control of
the trigger. What’s more, it’s been
cleverly designed to be ambidextrous,
so you can shoot from either shoulder
and make full use of the raised Monte
Carlo cheek-piece which has been
profiled both sides of the butt.

The fore-stock is gently rounded
underneath to offer a good hold, and to
bring you every conceivable field
advantage, it’s been extended right to
the front of the breech block and sports
a neatly-cut chequering panel on each
side.

The trigger blade has a gentle curve,
exactly how I like my triggers to feel on
a sporting rifle. It’s two-stage and

adjustable for length of first stage and
pull weight, although I left mine at its
factory setting.

The rifle has an automatic safety
catch which pops out at the end of the
receiver when you cock the rifle; an ‘S’
(for Safe) is visible when it’s on. Its
design is such that it’s easy to push off,
and just as easy to re-set if you wish –

and hunters will be pleased
to know that the barrel can be 
de-cocked to relieve pressure on the
mainspring.

On paper, the TH208/3-9 x 50
combo was pretty devastating, with
sub-inch groups easily ‘do-able’ out to
30 yards – but the rifle didn’t need ring
targets to prove its worth in the field.

FACTS – TH208
Action: Break-barrel

Calibre: .22
Length: 114.5cm

Barrel Length: 48cm
Weight: 3.81g

Trigger: Two-stage,
adjustable

Safety: Automatic,
resettable

Stock: Thumbhole beech
Sights: Adjustable 
fibre-optic opens
Power: 12 ft/lbs
Price: £199.95

“I’d happily make
room for the
TH208 in my 
gun cabinet”

The new SMK TH208 Thumbhole
Sporter – a stunning break-

barrel and worthy flagship of
SMK’s new 208 Series.

Whether I was shooting from the prone,
kneeling or standing position, the
stock’s attributes and that dampened
muzzle made it an absolute joy to use
against quarry.

As is befitting of a flagship rifle, and
to match the woodwork’s luxurious
finish, the TH208’s metalwork is
beautifully presented in an even, rich
blue that comes up even better once
you’ve ‘conditioned’ it a few times with
a silicone cloth and I’d be as happy
spending hours lavishing some TLC on
this rifle as I would shooting it. It’s worth
all the attention – and certainly got mine
from the moment I squeezed its trigger
for the very first time!

The extended fore-end
looks neat and offers

some serious practical
advantages in the field.

Loading up. The TH208’s
break-barrel breech has a

very positive lock-up.
The trigger is a two-

stage, adjustable affair.

A great tip for 
the ventilated recoil 
pad! Simply press in some pellets
for an ultra-handy ammo store!
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NIGEL ALLEN’s 
verdict on the new
SMK TH208 Sporter

Courtesy of the
thumbhole grip,
extended and 
chequered fore-end and
resettable auto-safety
(insets), Nigel Allen
found the superior
handling of the SMK
TH208 Thumbhole
Sporter break-barrel a
joy to use in the field.

I’m a real fan of spring-powered
airguns, plus I have a penchant
for models with a finish and

spec-chart fit for a connoisseur. So
that makes the new SMK TH208
Thumbhole Sporter an air rifle that’s
right up my street!

The flagship of the Sportsmarketing’s
new break-barrel 208 Series – which
also includes a standard sporter, and
models with skeletal woodwork and a
synthetic sporter stock – the £199.95
‘TH’ version comes dressed in the finest
thumbhole livery I’ve seen on a rifle for a
long time, and the reason why this 208
model sits at the very top of the pile.

It’s ‘maxed out’ in every department
– power, accuracy, handling and finish –
making it a particularly suitable choice if
you’re serious about your airgunning. I
am, of course, and I’d happily make
room for the TH208 in my gun cabinet.

Over the chrono, my test rifle spat
out SMK Spitfires at bang on the legal
power limit. And despite its fair old
poke, I found the TH208’s 48cm rifled
barrel pretty easy to cock. Even on the
longest of practice sessions, my arm
didn’t ache at all.

SMK’s new rifle is well engineered
from butt to muzzle, but I was
particularly impressed with the breech

lock-up area which, on a break-barrel, is
all important. A heavily sprung ball
keeps the breech faces tightly closed,
whilst not making the gun too difficult to
‘break’ when cocking – and there’s also
a sturdy axis bolt which you can tighten
up down the years should the barrel
start to get sloppy through constant
breaking.

Like all spring-and-piston powered
air rifles, the TH208 recoils, but it’s very
manageable and SMK have added
plenty of features to make it so. At one
end is a neat looking, blued steel barrel
weight and at the other is a ventilated
recoil pad to absorb any movement in
your shoulder. (The latter also doubles
as a handy ammo store – just push
some pellets into the holes!)

The muzzle weight brings a forward
bias to the TH208, but as there are no
open sights, this evens out once you fit
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W
e are all 
feeling the 
pinch these 
days, so 

everybody looks for value 
for money when considering 
their next purchase; so it’s 
nice when you actually get 
a bargain once in a while. 

Sportsmarketing have a huge 
selection air rifle related products 
and sell the very reasonably 
priced SMK range of airguns 
from China. I will be honest and 
say that I have never tested an 
SMK before, but now I have 
one in my hands I can see why 
SMK have such a large range 
of rifles on the market today.

Bargain priced
break barrel
This XS19-18 model is a budget 
priced rifle designed to offer 
a full power and adult sized 
weapon primarily for hunting use 
but then again ideally suited for 
a spot of plinking in the garden 
also. This is the basic model 
although a custom version is 
offered with walnut stock if 
you so desire but as it is I think 
it’s a very good serviceable 
hunting tool, something you 
are not going to worry about 
scratching in the hedgerows.

The rifle has a traditional 
break barrel cocking mechanism 
which I have always favoured 

for its simplicity of design. 
The crucial part with regard to 
consistent accuracy and velocity 
is how the barrel locks in line 
with the receiver. Any slack 
here and you are doomed. The 
SMK has a very good lock up, 
using the detente catch system 
which means it has a sprung 
plunger catch that locks solidly 
into the base of the receiver 
face as the barrel is returned 
into position. To make sure 
that it does not slacken after a 
lot of use there is a cross bolt 
pin that acts as a hinge for the 
break barrel action with a small 
grub screw that locks this into 
position to stop loosening.

The overall finish of both 
barrel and receiver is an even 
bluing to the metal parts but 
with a semi matt tone, ideal 
for hunting so no unwanted 
reflections here. If you prefer 
a bit of “bling” then the SMK 
XS20 Super Grade model has 
some very nice deep bluing.

The barrel is 17 inches 
in length and rifle’s overall 
length is 43 inches ,so not over 
long even if fitting a sound 
moderator. The test rifle that I 
borrowed from an underkeeper 
is in constant use so already 
had a moderator fitted using a 
compression olive system to the 
outside of the barrel as there 

Pellet Type   Pellet Weight Velocity   Mean velocity Energy  Accuracy at 
.22 calibre   in grains in fps     in ft/lbs  25 yards inches

Air Arms Field   14.56  554.6, 549.2, 551.3, 549.4  9.76  1.0
     541.7, 550.2
RWS Hobby   11.82  627.2, 621.4, 620.9,  625.3  10.26  0.5
     631.5, 625.5
Premier   14.22  569.6, 564.2, 560.7, 564.4  10.06  1.25
     564.7, 562.8
RWS Superpoints 14.36  558.3, 559.9, 551.1, 558.6  9.95  1.0
     563.3, 560.4
Bisley Pest Controls 18.24  452.7, 458.1, 450.7, 452.6  8.30  1.5
     459.9, 441.5
Bisley Superfields 14.98  505.6, 526.8, 501.4, 511.5  8.70  1.75
     502.2, 521.7
Logun Penetrator 14.30  539.1, 542.8, 538.3, 541.8  9.3  1.0
     551.0, 537.8
Webley Lazapells 14.47  511.2, 505.0, 508.7, 510.1  8.36  1.25
     523.7, 501.9
FTT   15.6  534.7, 525.1, 559.9, 543.0  10.21  0.75
     544.1, 551.0

Ammunition tests: All tests were made with five shot groups of pellets

Bruce Potts is surprised as he tests the SMK 
XS19-18 air rifle and finds that you don’t have 

to spend a fortune to get an accurate springer  

Revelation!

The SMK XS19-18 may be a bargain 
basement air rifle but its features 
and performance would put many 
higher priced weapons to shame

To make the most of the DB4 Delux 
Custom’s sweet firing cycle and 
12-groove rifled barrel, you will 

probably want to mount a scope and 
SMK’s 3-9 x 40 – price £49.95 plus £5.95 
for the mounts – complements the combo 
perfectly.

This telly boasts the airgunner’s favourite 
magnification rating, allowing you to zoom 
between 3x magnification and a powerful 9x. 
The lower power is useful for ‘spotting’, while 
cranking the zoom ring to full power is ideal 
for max-range work.

With the scope firmly anchored to the 
DB4’s grooved reciever, setting zero is easily 
achieved thanks to the scope’s figer-friendly 
adjustment turrets, which can be clicked 
to the desired setting without any need of 
tools. Once set, the ‘zero’ stays protected 
courtesy of the screw-on caps.

The 40mm. diameter objective lens 

has been blue-coated for increased light 
transmission and maintains a bright sight 
picture on the gloomiest of days – and 
SMK’s scope features a quick-focus eye-
piece to keep the image pin-sharp no matter 
what range you’re shooting over. Like the 
magnification ring, this turns steplessly, with 
a silk-like action.

Perhaps the optic’s best feature, though, 
is its reticle – the ideal match for such a 
capable rifle. Despite its low price, the scope 
incorporates a Mil-Dot reticle (above) which 
features six dots on each of the four inner, 
thinner cross-wires, along with thicker, outer 
posts.

Very much in fashion, mil-dot reticles 
provide plenty of aiming reference points for 
shooting at different distances, and when 
allowance for wind drift is required. It makes 
accurate shooting a whole lot easier than 
when aiming ‘into mid-air’, thats for sure!

SCOPE OPTION – SMK 3-9 X 40 MIL-DOT
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is set on cocking and the silver sliding catch has to 
be pushed forward by the right thumb to reveal a red 
dot before the pistol can be fired. It can also be reset 

at any time. I tested pistol with the 8gr round-head 
SMK pellets supplied and, over the chronograph, 
the pistol gave very consistent readings at 392 to 

396fps – which equate to 2.73 to 2.78ft.lb – and 
which is just right for FT pistol shooting.

Once the chrono had been checked it was up to the 
6-yard range in my loft. Here, I got to know the Beeman 
a bit better and appreciated that the grip is outstandingly  

comfortable for both right and left handed shooters.

Passed rather well
The sight picture is 190mm (7.5in) long ad 

having postioned the adjustable rear sight, 
I zeroed the gun at 6 yards and set about 
the accuracy testing – which it passed 
rather well! Well enough, that is, to print 
regular 5-shot groups in the 11 to 10mm 
centre-to-centre mark, using SMK’s 
own brand of pellets, which at £2.99 

for 500 are undeniably 
cheap but certainly 
provide cheerful results.
The pistol is totally 
recoilless and even the 
three neat forward-facing 
slots of the muzzle brake seem to 
enhance the fact. And the trigger also 
enhances this accuracy. Billed in the blurb 
as a 2-stage trigger, in reality it’s a single 
stage with a spring-loaded pseudo first stage, 
but whatever the reality of the action, it is very 
light and even with only a very little creep on 
the second stage which assists its predictability. I 
found it a joy to use.

Unfairly Picky
By the way, just to show I’m not being unfairly 
picky here, real 2-stage triggers move the sears 
on the first stage. Even the latest Walther FT rifle 
has a pseudo 2-stage trigger, so it’s a deception 
that’s practiced  
at every level!
Next, I took the pistol to the my outdoor range, 
set a test zero card at 10 yards, and those 
same SMK roundheads easily shot sub-1in 
(25mm) groups, which again was not what I was 
expecting with such a basic sort of pellet. Just 
to prove the point, I had to try more ‘up-market’ 
slugs and I won’t deny the results were better, but 
the SMK’s are fine for plinking and, essentially, so 
is the 2004E, so why ask for more?
Another feature of the gun is a 120mm (4.7in) 
11mm wide scope rail, designed to accommodate 
any of the widening range of pistol-based scopes, 

red-dot and hologram sights. I chose a red-
dot sight, but found it a little tricky at first to 
close the top lever with the sight in place at 
the rear of the rail, for fear of pushing down 
too hard on the top of the  
sight and damaging it.
Only a brief bit of thought was needed for 
me to manage nicely, after I moved the 
sight well forward on the scope rail, which 
meant I could push down on the rear open 
sight assembly – which is spring-loaded and 
designed to absorb the pressure  
– to close the action.

Fears Unfounded
Despite this, I must confess, I was still 
wary of pushing down strongly on the rear 
adjustable notch sight, when using the pistol 
just with the open sights, but the zero didn’t 
change, so my fears were unfounded. Group 
sizes at 10 yards, by the way, came down 
significantly when the red-dot sight was in 
place – but that’s just what you’d  
expect to happen.
At this price, the Beeman 2004E is hard 
to beat. And with no CO2 bulbs to keep 
buying, it’s cheap to run, too. Not just as an 
introduction to pistol shooting, but for even 
more serious stuff, it’s a clear winner.
 

I can’t deny I’ve a bit of a pistol passion and like to indulge my craving on a 
regular basis – which is why this month’s fix is a real fizzer. Dr Robert Beeman, 
a well-known name to all true real arirgun nuts, has been the man 
behind many airgun developments and this is one of them. 
In fact SMK, the importer for Beeman products in the UK, 
has been bringing in the Beeman 2004E air pistol for 
sometime now – though I first saw one being used in 
our region’s winter league.
Actually, I thought it was a HW40 until I saw Beeman 
engraved on the side and from that moment on I 
watched fascinated as the guy shoting was knocking 
down more than his fair share of targets.

Beeman Badge
I promised myself a test as soon as a gap in the 
schedule arrived and here it is. As I mentioned, the 
2004E has similarities with the HW40, since 
Dr.Beeman has worked with Weihrauch to 
produce many air rifles and pistols, selling 
them in the USA under their own brand name. 
Hence, the Beeman P3 is essentially a HW40 
made in Germany for export to America under 
the Beeman badge.
The Beeman 2004E is different, It is made in 
China to the same spec as its European and 
US cousins – but considerably cheaper than 
either of them. Only, I must stress, cheaper. 
Beeman do not and have never made cheapo 
airguns; the 2004E is not a dodgy copy, it’s 
simply a more affordable version of the P3/
HW40.
The 2004E pistol is a single-stroke over-lever 
pneumatic pistol in .177 calibre with open 
sights incorporating an adjustable rear notch 
sight. Constructed from tough space-age 
moulded polymers, with metal rigid inserts for 
added strength, the 2004E is well built and 
sturdy.

Charge of Air
To cock the pistol, the dummy hammer at 
the rear of the action is first pulled back with 
the thumb, which allows the top section of 
the action to be pulled up and open to a full 
160o swing. As you do this, the metal cylinder 
which is revealed can be heard sucking in its 
charge of air.
A pellet can then be loaded directly into the 
breech end of the barrell, also exposed by 
the opened action-frame and held within it. 
Loading may seem a bit fiddly at first but with 
practice the action becomes easy.
The air you heard being sucked in by the 
cylinder now has to be compressed, by 
closing the action/leaver and locking it down 

into its starting position.
One brilliant feature of the 

2004E is the automatic 
safety catch, on the left 

hand side of 
the action, just 
above the 
trigger. This 
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I often hear grown-ups saying that things
from China aren’t very well made, but
nearly all my best possessions – my

computer gaming consoles, MP3 player and
mobile phone – are made there… and you
don’t hear me complaining!

And if this QB78 Deluxe is anything to go
by, I’d say the Chinese are every bit as good
as making airguns as they are at electronic
gadgets. 

To me, the QB78 Deluxe doesn’t look
like a ‘first gun’. In fact, with a lovely, slim
stock, gold-coloured bolt and trigger and no
plastic bits to be seen anywhere, I think it
looks far too good to be a first-time airgun.

Because it runs off CO2 capsules, a pair
of which go into a tube under the barrel, the
whole rifle looks much slimmer and less
‘bulky’ than most of the airguns my mates
use.

To be honest, I didn’t know much about
CO2-powered guns, but they’re actually far
less complicated than spring-powered
models and they have the added advantage
that they fire without any kick in your
shoulder. This makes them a lot easier to hit
the target with.

You have to use two CO2 capsules,
which you must insert into the tube back-to-
back, so that the neck-ends get pierced
when you tighten up the end cap. This
doesn’t need much effort, though you might
need an adult to help you unscrew the cap
and release any pressurised gas at the end

of the shooting session.
Like the Norica Titan I recently tested,

the QB78’s open sights have fibre-optic
inserts in them, making it a lot easier to line
up the front sight in the back sight’s notch.
You simply get the glowing red dot in
between the two green ones – easy!

The back sight can be adjusted for
up/down and left/right movement. Because
there are no thumbwheels, you’ll need a coin
– but I found that by pressing down with
your thumb, the slotted screws turned easily
enough. Just as well, I’m the sort of teenager
who can’t keep money in my pocket for
long!

Even with the maximum adjustment, I

TEST REPORT BY THE CO2 SMK QB78 DELUXE

Importer: Sportsmarketing % 01206 795333.
Action: Single-shot, twin CO2 capsule.
Calibre: .22 only (5.5 mm.).
Cocking: Bolt-action.
O/A Length: 1,010 mm. (40 ins.).
Barrel Length: 530 mm. (20.75 ins.).
Weight: 2.6 kg. (5.75 lbs.).
Stock: Beech sporter.
Trigger: Single-stage, three-way adjustable 

with brass blade.
Safety: Manual, lever type.
Length of Pull: 362 mm. (14.25 ins.).
Sights: Fibre-optic opens, fully-adjustable.
Power: 8.4 ft. lbs. (11.4 J) (quoted);        

10.2 ft. lbs. (13.8 J) (tested).
Price: £129.95.

MYLES’ SCORE
PARENTS’ SCORE

QB78 DL – FACTS

MYLES
HENRY

Below: The QB78 is powered by two, 12-gramme CO2 capsules which you insert
back to back (left and middle) before piercing with the screw-on cap (right).

found that my shots struck high under 15
metres – but because of the QB’s recoilless
action, it was no problem to place targets
further away and I could easily spin tin cans
at 25 metres.

I found this rifle to be pretty effortless to
shoot. The only energy you need is to push
the bolt forward to load a pellet; there’s no
barrel or underlever to cock, or pump-up
handle.

It’s also very easy to take aim with,
because it weighs just 2.5 kilos – so I was
able to shoot quite well when standing. That
said, my steadiest position was when lying
on the ground – or resting my forearm on a
solid object, something you can’t do very
well with a recoiling airgun.

One thing I disliked about this rifle is that
it had a long reach to the trigger – though I’ll
grow into it soon. 

Another gripe was that my step-Dad was
just as happy shooting it – so whenever we
went shooting, I spent a lot of my shooting
time watching him with it!

The fibre-optic
rearsight is 
(finger!)
adjustable.

Above: Cocking the golden bolt.
Right: The golden trigger blade.

Note the ‘F’ and ‘S’ safety
markings on the guard.

Below: The manual safety lever
(on the other side of the guard),
shown here in the ‘on’ position.
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Amuch improved version of the
XS78CO2 model, you’d be hard
pressed to tell that the new SMK

QB78 Deluxe is made in China if it
wasn’t imprinted onto the side of the
rifle’s action!

Fully deserving of its ‘Deluxe’
name tag, this latest CO2-powered
offering from Sportsmarketing has a
much-improved and better-finished
stock, complete with a soft-rubber
recoil pad, a ‘golden’ trigger blade
and bolt, fibre-optic sights, a
superior exterior and a slicker 
internal action – yet it still gives you
change from £130!

It’s also lightweight, compact and
beautifully balanced, making it ideal
for a teenage young gun – although
this mid-power sporter boasts a
specification that makes it the sort of
rifle you’ll never grow out of… nor
want to!

Let’s see why Sportsmarketing are
so convinced their new golden gun is
going to appeal to both lads… and
their Dads!

THE CO2 SMK
QB78 DELUXE
THE CO2 SMK
QB78 DELUXE
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EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE:
� www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/AGWSMK
� 0844 848 8049 and quote code NAGWSMK1

Terms and conditions: This is a UK offer only. Details of Direct Debit guarantee are available on request. Gift is available whilist stocks last and may be replaced with an alternate gift of equal value. Airgun World magazine is
published 13 times a year. Saving are made on the cover price of £3.99 per issue. BT calls to 0844 cost no more than 5p per minute, calls made from mobiles will vary.

when you subscribe to Airgun World magazine

FREE NIKKO STIRLING
MOUNTMASTER SCOPE

Subscribe to Airgun World magazine
for just £32.99 (saving 36%) and

receive a FREE Nikki Stirling
Mountmaster Scope, worth £48.95!

Alternatively, subscribe to credit / debit
card for £38.90 (saving 25%) off the

full cover price.

Mountmaster riflescopes come with full metal alloy adjustment houses for greater
reliability. All scopes are shock tested and nitrogen filled at the factory for fog and
waterproofing. Additionally, all Mountmaster scopes are supplied with 3.8” quick
detachable mounts – ideal for mounting onto air guns and 22 rifles
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Above: The TH208’s receiver is grooved for a
telly and features an arrestor plate at the end.

a scope. I equipped mine with SMK’s
3-9 x 50 – a big optic, but one which
suited the rifle’s obvious field potential.

Normally, such large glass can
‘creep’ along the rails of a springer – but
that won’t happen on the TH208. At the
end of the long dovetails, there’s an
arrestor plate, against which you butt
the rear mount of your scope to stop
any backward movement. Brilliant!

With this impressive scope on board
(using SMK’s high mounts), the balance
moved back toward my shoulder – and

by dampening barrel flip during the
shot, the end weight improves accuracy
so much that I was very comfortable
shooting the TH208 at the limits of my
normal hunting ranges.

Finished in a rich brown that shows
up the superb grain of the beech below
it, the thumbhole grip of the TH208’s
beautiful stock gives you full control of
the trigger. What’s more, it’s been
cleverly designed to be ambidextrous,
so you can shoot from either shoulder
and make full use of the raised Monte
Carlo cheek-piece which has been
profiled both sides of the butt.

The fore-stock is gently rounded
underneath to offer a good hold, and to
bring you every conceivable field
advantage, it’s been extended right to
the front of the breech block and sports
a neatly-cut chequering panel on each
side.

The trigger blade has a gentle curve,
exactly how I like my triggers to feel on
a sporting rifle. It’s two-stage and

adjustable for length of first stage and
pull weight, although I left mine at its
factory setting.

The rifle has an automatic safety
catch which pops out at the end of the
receiver when you cock the rifle; an ‘S’
(for Safe) is visible when it’s on. Its
design is such that it’s easy to push off,
and just as easy to re-set if you wish –

and hunters will be pleased
to know that the barrel can be 
de-cocked to relieve pressure on the
mainspring.

On paper, the TH208/3-9 x 50
combo was pretty devastating, with
sub-inch groups easily ‘do-able’ out to
30 yards – but the rifle didn’t need ring
targets to prove its worth in the field.

FACTS – TH208
Action: Break-barrel

Calibre: .22
Length: 114.5cm

Barrel Length: 48cm
Weight: 3.81g

Trigger: Two-stage,
adjustable

Safety: Automatic,
resettable

Stock: Thumbhole beech
Sights: Adjustable 
fibre-optic opens
Power: 12 ft/lbs
Price: £199.95

“I’d happily make
room for the
TH208 in my 
gun cabinet”

The new SMK TH208 Thumbhole
Sporter – a stunning break-

barrel and worthy flagship of
SMK’s new 208 Series.

Whether I was shooting from the prone,
kneeling or standing position, the
stock’s attributes and that dampened
muzzle made it an absolute joy to use
against quarry.

As is befitting of a flagship rifle, and
to match the woodwork’s luxurious
finish, the TH208’s metalwork is
beautifully presented in an even, rich
blue that comes up even better once
you’ve ‘conditioned’ it a few times with
a silicone cloth and I’d be as happy
spending hours lavishing some TLC on
this rifle as I would shooting it. It’s worth
all the attention – and certainly got mine
from the moment I squeezed its trigger
for the very first time!

The extended fore-end
looks neat and offers

some serious practical
advantages in the field.

Loading up. The TH208’s
break-barrel breech has a

very positive lock-up.
The trigger is a two-

stage, adjustable affair.

A great tip for 
the ventilated recoil 
pad! Simply press in some pellets
for an ultra-handy ammo store!
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The SMK Spitfire pointed pellets are superbly aerodynamic, giving greatly improved 
velocity and penetration, as per the dome heads to provide consistent grouping for 
field target or pest control. Highly accurate precision made pellets manufactured by 
a specialist UK company to the highest 
possible standards.

n Strict tolerance and quality controls ensure consis-
tency and accuracy second to none - particularly 
suitable for the serious pest controller. 

n QUANTITY: TINS OF 500 (nom)
n CODE: SPITFIRE177 - .177 (4.5mm) 
n CODE: SPITFIRE22  - .22 (5.5mm)

n Made to the same high tolerance of quality as per 
round nose Spitfires but pointed for that extra  
penetration for vermin despatching... ideal for rats! 

n QUANTITY: TINS OF 500 (nom)
n CODE: POINTSPIT177 - .177 (4.5mm) 
n CODE: POINTSPIT22 - .22 (5.5mm)

SPITFIRESTM

“The UK’s  
best selling, most 
loved pellets and 
proudly made in 
the UK”

SMK SPITFIRES 
Round noSE (doME)

SMK SPITFIRES 
PoInTEd
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